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important role that committees of ju-
risdiction play to make improvements
to legislation.

In addition to my concerns about the
process, I am concerned about the au-
thorization levels in the bill and the
fact that it does not contain any oppor-
tunities for grants for rural colleges
and universities which experience simi-
lar equipment shortages and could ben-
efit from the use of distance learning.

The bill authorizes $250 million for
fiscal year 2008 and then such sums as
may be necessary from 2009 to 2012.
There is no CBO score, but I think we
can look at the authorization levels
and determine that this is a lot of
money for a very limited group of in-
stitutions.

Despite these feelings and despite
these problems, and because of my
longtime support of these types of pro-
grams, I will be supporting the passage
of the bill and will vote for it, but I
hope my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle will address my concerns and
the concerns others have as we move
forward.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers at this time, and I ask
the gentleman if he has any other
speakers.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I would
just like to conclude by thanking my
colleague from Texas. This has truly
been a bipartisan bill. I want to sing
the praises of Congressman TOWNS
from New York for his steadfast leader-
ship on this and Mr. FORBES’ leadership
prior to that. I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote for
passage of this fine piece of legislation.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise in strong support of the Minority Serving
Institution Digital and Wireless Opportunity Act
of 2007. This bill authorizes grants to Minority
Serving Institutions for technology improve-
ments and infrastructure. Given the large gap
in technology between MSI campuses and
other American universities, this legislation is
critical to improving MSI’s educational ad-
vancements.

It is important to note that MSI's educational
contributions are significant. For example, in
2000 at least 40 percent of all African Amer-
ican students who received a baccalaureate
degree in physics, chemistry, astronomy, envi-
ronmental sciences, mathematics and biology
graduated from a historically Black college and
university. Given their contributions to our so-
ciety, we must do all we can to make sure that
MSIs receive the most modern technology to
keep up with other universities.

Unfortunately, at the current time, there is a
“digital divide” between MSIs and other
schools in technology infrastructure and pro-
gramming. Less than half of the students at-
tending Minority Serving Institutions own com-
puters. Sadly, the majority of historically Black
colleges and universities do not provide high
speed access to the Internet [according to a
Feb. 2004 report by the Alliance for Equity in
Higher Education]. We also see this trend in
minority communities around the country. Over
60 percent of the U.S. population uses the
Internet at home, while only 46 percent of Afri-
can Americans and 37 percent of Hispanics
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have Internet access at home [according to a
Feb. 2004 report by the Alliance for Equity in
Higher Education].

The Minority Serving Institution Digital and
Wireless Opportunity Act of 2007 will help
eliminate the technological disparities at MSls
by establishing a grant program. These grants
will help MSIs purchase equipment, make up-
grades and improve their technology infra-
structure as well as provide technology edu-
cation services. In addition, these grants will
promote the use of information communica-
tions technology to strengthen engineering,
math and science research.

I would like to thank Mr. TOWNS and Mr.
FORBES for their efforts to bring this bill before
Congress and their commitment to rectify this
disparity. | urge my colleagues to support H.R.
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694.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
BAIRD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 694, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

GREEN CHEMISTRY RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2007

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2850) to provide for the implemen-
tation of a Green Chemistry Research
and Development Program, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2850

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Green Chem-
istry Research and Development Act of 2007°.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘green chemistry’ means chem-
istry and chemical engineering to design chem-
ical products and processes that reduce or elimi-
nate the use or generation of hazardous sub-
stances while producing high quality products
through safe and efficient manufacturing proc-
esses;

(2) the term ‘“‘Interagency Working Group’
means the interagency working group estab-
lished under section 3(c); and

(3) the term ‘‘Program’ means the Green
Chemistry Research and Development Program
described in section 3.

SEC. 3. GREEN CHEMISTRY RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall estab-
lish a Green Chemistry Research and Develop-
ment Program to promote and coordinate Fed-
eral green chemistry research, development,
education, and technology transfer activities.

(b) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—The activities of
the Program shall be designed to—

(1) provide sustained support for green chem-
istry research, development, education, and
technology transfer through—
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(4) merit-reviewed competitive grants to indi-
vidual investigators and teams of investigators,
including, to the extent practicable, young in-
vestigators, for research and development;

(B) grants to fund collaborative research and
development partnerships among universities,
industry, and nonprofit organizations;

(C) green chemistry research, development,
and technology transfer conducted at Federal
laboratories; and

(D) to the extent practicable, encouragement
of consideration of green chemistry in—

(i) the conduct of Federal chemical science
and engineering research and development; and

(ii) the solicitation and evaluation of all pro-
posals for chemical science and engineering re-
search and development;

(2) examine methods by which the Federal
Government can create incentives for consider-
ation and use of green chemistry processes and
products;

(3) facilitate the adoption of green chemistry
innovations;

(4) expand education and training of under-
graduate and graduate students, and profes-
sional chemists and chemical engineers, includ-
ing through partnerships with industry, in
green chemistry science and engineering;

(5) collect and disseminate information on
green chemistry research, development, and
technology transfer, including information on—

(A) incentives and impediments to develop-
ment and commercialization;

(B) accomplishments;

(C) best practices; and

(D) costs and benefits;

(6) provide venues for outreach and dissemi-
nation of green chemistry advances such as
symposia, forums, conferences, and written ma-
terials in collaboration with, as appropriate, in-
dustry, academia, scientific and professional so-
cieties, and other relevant groups;

(7) support economic, legal, and other appro-
priate social science research to identify barriers
to commercialization and methods to advance
commercialization of green chemistry; and

(8) provide for public input and outreach to be
integrated into the Program by the convening of
public discussions, through mechanisms such as
citizen panels, consensus conferences, and edu-
cational events, as appropriate.

(c) INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP.—The
President shall establish an Interagency Work-
ing Group, which shall include representatives
from the National Science Foundation, the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology,
the Department of Energy, the Environmental
Protection Agency, and any other agency that
the President may designate. The Director of the
National Science Foundation and the Assistant
Administrator for Research and Development of
the Environmental Protection Agency shall
serve as co-chairs of the Interagency Working
Group. The Interagency Working Group shall
oversee the planning, management, and coordi-
nation of the Program. The Interagency Work-
ing Group shall—

(1) establish goals and priorities for the Pro-
gram, to the extent practicable in consultation
with green chemistry researchers and potential
end-users of green chemistry products and proc-
esses; and

(2) provide for interagency coordination, in-
cluding budget coordination, of activities under
the Program.

(d) AGENCY BUDGET REQUESTS.—Each Federal
agency and department participating in the
Program shall, as part of its annual request for
appropriations to the Office of Management and
Budget, submit a report to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget which identifies its activi-
ties that contribute directly to the Program and
states the portion of its request for appropria-
tions that is allocated to those activities. The



